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Family Relations: Interdisciplinary Journal of Family Studies

Children with an Incarcerated Mom at Greatest Risk, Study Finds Study Examines Impact
of Maternal, Paternal Incarceration

Williamsburg, Va. — December 10, 2007 - A new study published in Family Relations finds
that adult children with a mother in prison are 2.5 times more likely to be jailed than those with
incarcerated fathers. In particular, adult children of drug-using mothers in prison appear to be
especially at risk of incarceration.

Mothers in prison are also more likely to have other family members in jail than are fathers, and
their minor children are significantly more likely to be in foster care or in orphanages.

It is estimated that one-in-forty American children has a parent in prison. Contextual risks
factors, such as ethnicity and large family size are also found to increase the chances of adult
children of imprisoned parents being incarcerated. Having both parents in jail is found to predict
an even higher likelihood of adult child imprisonment.

The study suggests that understanding the increased risk of imprisonment facing children with a
mother in prison could lead to meaningful interventions. “These interventions need to include
services for the incarcerated parent, their children as well as the caregiver. Skills training in
parenting education, drug rehabilitation and job training could benefit the family, as could
teaching children effective, developmentally appropriate coping strategies,” says study author
Danielle H. Dallaire.

This study is
published in the December issue of Family Relations. Media wishing to receive a PDF of
this article may contact journalnews@bos.blackwellpublishing.net.  Danielle H. Dallaire,
Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor of Psychology at The College of William & Mary. She can be
reached for questions at dallaire@wm.edu .
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A premier, applied journal of family studies, Family Relations is mandatory reading for family
scholars and all professionals who work with families, including: family practitioners, educators,
marriage and family therapists, researchers, and social policy specialists. The journal's content
emphasizes family research with implications for intervention, education, and public policy,
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always publishing original, innovative and interdisciplinary works with specific
recommendations for practice. Family Relations is published on behalf of the National Council
on Family Relations, www.ncfr.og . For more information, please visit
www.blackwell-synergy.com/loi/fare .

Wiley-Blackwell was formed in February 2007 as a result of the acquisition of Blackwell
Publishing Ltd. by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., and its merger with Wiley’s Scientific, Technical,
and Medical business. Together, the companies have created a global publishing business with
deep strength in every major academic and professional field. Wiley-Blackwell publishes
approximately 1,400 scholarly peer-reviewed journals and an extensive collection of books with
global appeal. For more information on Wiley-Blackwell, please visit
www.blackwellpublishing.com or http://interscience.wiley.com .
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