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Community Provides Essential Support to Military Families
Article explores new model for providing support to military families

Falls Church, VA —April 8, 2009—The deployment of military personnel to active war zones,
which involves issues of separation, time away from home, and eventual reunion, increases the
vulnerability of their families, The heavy reliance on National Guard and Reservists and the
downsizing of traditional installations means that military families are increasingly likely to live
in local communities rather than on military installations. This new context of military service
ushers in new challenges for providing support to military families.

A new article in the journal Family Relations explores these concerns and potential solutions.
Angela J. Huebner, Jay A. Mancini, Gary L. Bowen, and Dennis K. Orthner present the next
phase of community support for military families, one that accounts for changes in the nature of
military service itself and of the increasing integration of military families into civilian
communities. The community capacity building framework described in the article outlines a
new approach to providing support services to vulnerable families. The authors provide four
diverse examples of programs currently utilizing the concepts in the community capacity
building framework to connect potentially isolated families to areas of support while
simultaneously addressing the changing context of military service and family life.

In brief, community capacity refers to community members’ sense of shared responsibility and
collective competence—the idea of collaboration or working together for the common good.
Through real-life examples, the authors demonstrate the merits of such an approach for making
positive differences in the lives of military families. The approaches described are geared toward
enhancing family strengths and targeted so as to prevent stressful experiencing from becoming
crises. This model has substantial application to any community or grouping of citizens who are
facing other than normal stressors and challenges.

“Rather than relying strictly on military sponsored support, the community capacity building
framework suggests a model of building support so that families can help themselves and
neighbors can help each other in the context of their own community,” the authors conclude.

This study is published in the April 2009 issue of Family Relations. Media wishing to
receive a PDF of this article may contact journalnews@bos.blackwellpublishing.net.
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To view the abstract for this article, please click here.

Angela Huebner is affiliated with Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University and can be
reached for questions at ahuebner@vt.edu.
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A premier, applied journal of family studies, Family Relations is mandatory reading for family
scholars and all professionals who work with families, including: family practitioners, educators,
marriage and family therapists, researchers, and social policy specialists. The journal's content
emphasizes family research with implications for intervention, education, and public policy,
always publishing original, innovative and interdisciplinary works with specific
recommendations for practice.

Wiley-Blackwell was formed in February 2007 as a result of the acquisition of Blackwell
Publishing Ltd. by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., and its merger with Wiley’s Scientific, Technical,
and Medical business. Together, the companies have created a global publishing business with
deep strength in every major academic and professional field. Wiley-Blackwell publishes
approximately 1,400 scholarly peer-reviewed journals and an extensive collection of books with
global appeal. For more information on Wiley-Blackwell, please visit www.wiley.com or
http://interscience.wiley.com.
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